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Igor Sikorsky’s Offices through the decades. (Clockwise from upper left): Aviation Division,
Russian Baltic Railroad Company, St. Petersburg, Russia; Sikorsky Aircraft, South Main Street, Stratford, Ct.; Sikorsky
Aircraft, South Avenue, Bridgeport, Ct.; Sikorsky Aircraft,
North Main Street, Stratford, Ct.

Igor Sikorsky’s office on North Main Street, Stratford, has been preserved in fundamentally the same
configuration as when he occupied it from 1956 through 1972. Throughout his three careers in aviation:
Russian fixed wing aircraft, early American fixed wing aircraft and helicopters, Igor Sikorsky received 89
prominent awards and honors and met with thousands of dignitaries. His office contains many of these
artifacts and interactions. This issue of the Archives News highlights some of these.
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Russian/American Fixed Wing Memorabilia

(1, Painting of Igor Sikorsky’s S-21 (The Grand). On August 2, 1913 the Grand set
a record by flying 1 hour and 54 minutes over St. Petersburg while carrying eight

passengers.
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@ Igor Sikorsky is pictured at the controls of his S-5. The photo was used when
he was issued Federation Aeronautique International (FAI) Pilot’s License No. 64,

dated August 18, 1911.

Visit us at Sikorskyarchives.com

@ On December 18, 1925 Igor Sikorsky,
returning to wooded Long Island, made
a hasty dusk landing in his S-29A. The
wing of the sesquiplane airliner severed

a tree limb. A piece of the embedded

tree was mounted on a plaque to remind
him of his narrow escape.
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A 1938 design concept, designated as the S-45, would carry 100 pas-

sengers nonstop from New York to London. The project was terminated.

@ The llya Muromets (S-22). A group of officers of the “Squadron of
Flying Ships” and a 1,000 pound bomb. Igor Sikorsky if fourth from
the left and Russian Major General Shidlovsky is third from the right.
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Early Rotary Wing Memorabllla

On October 6, 1943, the VS-300 was donated to the Ford Museum in
Dearborn, Michigan. (I to r) Henry Ford Il, Charles Lindbergh, Sikorsky
test pilot Lester Morris, Henry Ford and Igor Sikorsky.

@ Igor Sikorsky and Charles Lindbergh on October 9, 1940. Mr. Lind-
bergh was a witness when, on that day, the
FEDERATION AERONAUTIQUE B : VS-300 established an altitude record of 100 feet.
INTERNATIONALE ; -

NATIONAL AERONAUTIC
ASSOCIATI&Ig OF U. 8. A.

Certificate No._. L ____ -

The above named Association, recog-

nized by the Fédération Aeronauthue In-

ternationale, as the governing authority

for the United States of America, certifies
that

Igor I. Sikorsky

porn _25th day of May, 1889,
having fulfilled all the conditions required
by the Fédération Aeronauthue Interna-
tionale, is hereby
brevetted asxmmin a Helicopter
Pilot.

Igor Sikorsky’s helicopter license #1, awarded by the
Federation Aeronautique International (FAI).

Igor Sikorsky, Orville Wright and Colonel Frank Gregory meet at

Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. The Sikorsky XR-4 2-place helicopter was

flown from Bridgeport, Ct. to Dayton for test flights and pilot training by
the Army Air Force in May 1942.

Contact us at iisha@snet.net
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Igor Sikorsky’s desk contained a library of books including four he authored (The Story of the Winged-
S, The Evolution of the Soul, The Invisible Encounter and The Message of the Lord’s Prayer). Several
editions of the Bible and aeronautical reference books, his slide rule and models of the S-43 and S-38

aircraft are also on the desk.

Visit us at Sikorskyarchives.com
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@ Igor Sikorsky’s fedora (not shown in above picture). During the Korean war the helicopter proved itself
as a lifesaving aircraft and thousands of lives were saved. Around that time, word spread within the
U.S. Marine Corps that if a pilot wore the Sikorsky fedora for just a few seconds, he would never be
hurt while flying a helicopter. This special protection became legend, and Igor Sikorsky made certain
that the hat would be readily available to his aviator visitors.

Contact us at iisha@snet.net
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THE NATIONAL MEDAL OF SCIENCE

IS AWARDED BY THE PRESIDENT OF

il v THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
With appreciation and best wishes, e

IGOR IVAN SIKORSKY

@ Igor Sikorsky met with a number of U.S. presidents, including

Lyndon Johnson (above) and FOR PIONEERING IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF MULTI-

o 5 ENGINED AIRCRAFT, Wi \NES,AND

Dwight D. Eisenhower (below). BT SR e
Ao DewcE oF AERIAL
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In 1967 Igor Sikorsky was awarded the National Medal of Science,
an honor bestowed by President Lyndon Johnson.

This scroll is intended to be a mark of the esteerm
in which you are held by your

FRIENDS AND ASSOCIATES
upon your retirement
Maq{‘_ﬁ,s’ 1957

| reality. Rarer still is one whose vision brings
a better life to others while fulfilling his-

uch a man is Igor [ Sikorsky — no less a

8 pioncer, dreamer and inventor today than

2 half century ago when he flew his first airplane
m a pasture in south western Russia to launch

| a career unmatched in aviation annals. ssvea
Ec’or Siko:skq’s greatness, in the finest sense, is

\! of the heart rather than the mind. His deeply

-] religious and bumble natare, his strength of purpose,
and his humor~made the more engaging by its
subtlety ~have won the respect and affection of
all who know him.

Ehzse qualities, and others reflecting nobility
of soul, have brought to Ig;:; Sikorsky the

% acclaim of men, the goods of world and the
COLLIER TROPHY PRESENTATION, WHITE HOUSE, WASHINGTON, D.C., DECEMBER 17, 195I. A satisfactions of the spirit. We wish him a con-

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ROBERT A. LOVETT, PRESIDENT HARRY S. TRUMAN, IGOR L. SIKORSKY. tinuation of these blessings which are so justiy
JOSEPH T. GEUTING, NATIONAL AERONAUTICS ASSOCIATION VICE- ADMIRAL MERLIN O'NEILL, US. COAST GUARD- this,

@ President Harry Truman awarded the Collier Trophy to the helicop-
ter industry for its service in the Korean conflict, the military services
and the Coast Guard on December 17, 1951. Mr. Sikorsky represented
the helicopter industry.

Scroll presented from his friends and associates to
Mr. Sikorsky at his retirement party — May 1957.

Visit us at Sikorskyarchives.com
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Astronaut / Test Pilot Memorabilia

Igor Sikorsky presents models of the S-61 (SH-3) recovery heli-

e o, R \ e copter to Apollo 16 astronauts John Young, Charles Duke and Thomas
e el et L A sl / Mattingly in May 1972. Connecticut Senator Lowell Weicker (right
B Tk e kD X background) looks on.

bm»:‘- \!

@ The first man on the moon, Apollo astronaut Neil Armstrong, meets
Igor Sikorsky in November 1970. Inscription from Armstrong reads “To
Igor Sikorsky — With Admiration and Respect of a junior exponent of
Vertical Take off & Landing.”

THIS FLAG CARRIED TO THE MOON ABOARD APOLLO 16 DURING THE FIRST
SCIENTIFIC EXPLORATION OF THE LUNAR HIGHLANDS, APRIL 16-27, 1972.
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Gl bl The prestigious Society of Experimental Test Pilots
. [¢] y
. awarded Igor Sikorsky an Honorary Fellow award on

A plaque from the Apollo 16 crew to Igor Sikorsky contains an American flag carried September 29, 1962.

to the moon. The handwritten message states “To Mr. Igor Sikorsky, with thanks for the
leadership and vision that helped make this possible.”

Contact us at iisha@snet.net
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Igor Sikorsky’s Last Letter

While on summer vacation with his U
fatherin German'y in 1908’ Igor SIkOI’Sky SikorSky gircraft DIVISION OF UNITED AIRCRAFT CORPORATION
learned the details about the successful T RATEORD, CONNECTICUT 06602

flights of the Wright Brothers. Following HONE (203) 378.6561

the trip, Sikorsky made the firm decision

that aviation would be his life work.

His entrance would be by way of the October 25, 1972

helicopter, a vehicle that could hover in

one spot, rise and land vertically and fly

in any direction chosen by the pilot.

In February 1972, a horrific fire engulfed ’éiigﬁﬁrgﬁei‘frd?iiidauon, Inc.

the 26 story Plrapl building in Sao kﬁ&’?nggoﬁf‘\?ii‘;‘{ﬁi: 22209

Paulo, Brazil. The fire swept up from a

lower floor and trapped people on the

roof. Twenty helicopters took part in the D e e o Jou. racant
rescue operation; 400 were rescued. Paulo helicopter rescues. I had it read to me

(my eyesight has failed to such extent that I can
no longer read) and found it interesting indeed.

Dear Mr. Lederer:

Mr. Jerome Federer, Director of the Flight I always believed that the helicopter would be
. ; an outstanding vehicle for the greatest variety of

Safety Foundatlon’ sent Mr. SIkOI’Sky life-saving missions and now, near the close of my
details of the fire and the |ifesaving life, I have the satisfaction of knowing that this

. R , proved to be true. )
role helicopters played. Mr. Sikorsky’s . . . o 4T thank

\ . . . tw i a than ou agai

response confirmed that his life-saving for sending me this information. = BEE EEE
vision 64 years earlier had come to With lindest pevscmel vegards.

fruition. Sincerely,

I.I.8ikorsky
IIS:ccs

Prepared by Frank Colucci and John Bula-

kowski with graphic art and Iayout by Jodi @ The last letter dictated and signed by Mr. Sikorsky. He passed away the following
Buckl ey morning, October 26, 1972 at the age of 83.
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